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8 Questions 

Potential Community Champions were engaged through 8 Questions recorded on Google Jamboards. The 
input received served as the basis for the subsequent steps in the process, and served as a way to create 
opportunity for community and City to forge ongoing relationships.
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TTSC Project
8 Questions – RESPONSE 
June 7, 2021

Community Member - Community Champion

1. What do you love about Tukwila? What makes Tukwila “home”?
● I love Tukwila’s diversity, as a child of immigrant parents I appreciate that so many of my 

neighbors share that experience and have their own unique cultural and personal experiences. I 
love how much greenery there is in Tukwila and walking/biking along the Duwamish and living 
amidst so much everyday natural beauty. 

2. What do seniors/teens bring to the community?  Why do you think valuing seniors/teens in our 
community is important?

● Teens are the literal future of our community and should be the focus of social and cultural 
investment by adults who want to ensure that Tukwila continues to improve itself and the 
quality of life for everyone within the community. Young people have a unique perspective on 
the world they’re inheriting and the problems and opportunities within it, we should empower 
them to be successful.

● Seniors provide a wealth of lived experience and history to the communities they live in. Some 
are responsible for building many of the resources in their neighborhoods and others bring 
experiences from outside the region that provide a different reflection of the context we live in. 

● Healthy communities invest in their youth and take care of the elderly and in need. We have the 
means to provide a better quality of life for all within our community, and I believe that 
investing in social and cultural capital of our community pays huge dividends. 

3. Are there any things that can be done to serve you and this community better?  If so, what are 
those things?

● While there are a lot of great recreational trails for exercise and leisure— many areas of our city 
lack continuity for accessible pedestrian and/or bicycle paths, that might better enable young 
people to efficiently commute or for our elders to have better access to all our regions’ 
amenities and resources.

4. What would make you want to use a Teen & Senior Center?  And how would you use a Teen & 
Senior Center?  

● I’d love it if our local Teen/Senior center featured programming like concerts, art exhibitions, 
performances, etc. of local talent from both the young and old. Something that combined the 
neighborhood resource feel of Redmond’s Old Firehouse Teen Center w/ a broader array of 
resources to reflect the intergenerational services and programs and unique cultures of Tukwila. 
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5. What kinds of spaces bring you happiness and why?  
● There’s a fantastic museum in St. Louis, MO called the City Museum that collects a variety of 

civic history, art, and attractions into a unique combination of natural history museum, an 
immensely explorable and climbable jungle gym that winds throughout the building, aquarium 
features, science attractions, a ferris wheel and roller coaster on the roof, and much more! It’s a 
building that seems like it was designed by over stimulated children in a *fantastic* way and its 
anarchic and sometimes weird handmade edges seems hard to imagine locally where municipal 
architecture tastes run more silicon valley sleek and clinical. 

● Local spaces I love include the Old Firehouse, the Vera Project, NW Film Forum,  or even 
businesses like Southgate Roller Rink or Roxbury Lanes which engage multiple different and 
diverse demographics in recreational activities and services. 

6. What is your hope for the TTSC?
● I would love to see a space that is built sustainably and with an aesthetic that feels lived in— not 

too new, sleek, and chic. Something that aesthetically reflects the history and calm of the 
greenery that surrounds our community. I would also love to see a space that feels like a 
gathering space for the community— a shared living room to engage socially and culturally.

● You’ll know the project is successful if it’s generating enough engagement from local community 
leaders throughout the process. And by community leaders, I’m not referring to our city 
employees or elected officials so much as the influencers in our neighborhoods and those who 
might already be leading a group providing some service or mutual aid in our community. The 
leaders needed are the ones who are already doing the work in our community— this is an 
opportunity to engage their expertise and provide a platform so that their expertise and energy 
can be amplified.

● It would be great to have a space whose programming is regularly and actively attended, but in 
order for that to happen a significant amount of development must be done to create an 
ongoing dialogue with the audience/community and that is best done by individuals who 
already carry influence and favor within the community because of their demonstrated work 
and passion. 

7. If it does what you think it should do, what kind of impact could the Teen and Senior Center have 
on the greater Tukwila community?

● My hope is that a future Tukwila Teen and Senior Center is an incubator for local talent and 
future leaders the same way that we’ve seen so many local bands become international 
influences or the way that local volunteerism can turn into a lifelong passion for political and 
civic engagement and improving our communities and the quality of life for everyone within 
them.   

8. Is there anything else that you would like to share?
● I think it's important that community spaces avoid overt corporate branding and/or naming. For 

example, while I acknowledge their value as a local employer-- I'd be extremely distressed if a 
building like the proposed Teen/Senior Center was named after Boeing when the Duwamish 
river that runs throughout our city is still hazardously polluted as a result of their wartime 
production and pollution.
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TTSC Project
TEST Questions 
Senior Outreach  

Senior Community Member

1. What do you love about Tukwila? What makes Tukwila “home”?
a. How do we offer that experience to more people?

TUCKWILA IS HOME BECAUSE OF NEIGHBORHOODS, SMALL TOWN FEEL AND CITY STAFF 
THAT WORKS HARD TO MAKE IT A GOOD PLACE TO LIVE.

1. Do you think intergenerational relationships are important?  If so,
a. What do seniors bring to the community? Why do you think valuing seniors in our 

community is important 

SENIORS BRING HISTORY, AND EXPERIENCE.  MOST HAVE MELLOWED WITH AGE

a. What do teens bring to the community? Why do you think investing in teens in our 
community is important?

TEENS ARE OUR FUTURE, THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT AND NEW WAY OF THINKING ABOUT ISSUES.  IF WE 
DON'T INVEST IN OUR FUTURE, THIS WON'T BE A GOOD PLACE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

1. Are there any things that can be done to serve you and this community better?  If so, what are 
those things?

2. What would make you want to use a Teen & Senior Center?  And how would you use a Teen & 
Senior Center?  

I DON'T  KNOW THAT I WOULD USE THE TEEN &SENIOR CENTER.  FIRST THOUGHT SHOULD BE FOR 
TEENS NEEDS.  LOCATED NEAR HIGH SCHOOL AND JR HIGH. SAFE WALKING DISTANCE AND PARKING 
THAT WON'T  BE ABUSED BY HOUSING RESIDENTS.  PERHAPS TEEN AND FAMILY CENTER SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED.  

 Project Specific Questions:

1. What kinds of spaces bring you happiness and why?  GREEN SPACES
a. What can people do there?  REST, RELAX, EXERCISE. PICNIC
b. What kinds of settings support those activities? PARKS, TCC

2. What is your hope for the Tukwila Teen Senior Center?
a. What will this place look and feel like?  
b. How will we know we are creating the right place?  TALK TO TEENS, PARENTS, AND 

SENIORS.  
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3. How could the Teen & Senior Center affect the greater Tukwila community?
4. What would you tell the community's elected officials about the importance of this project if 

you had the chance? And why?  LISTEN TO THE TEENS, THEY ARE OUR FUTURE.  MANY OF OUR 
RESIDENTS LIVE IN MUTIGENERATIONAL HOMES.  GRAND PARENTS, PARENTS,TEENS AND 
SMALLER CHILDREN.  SEEK OUT AND LISTEN TO THIS DEMOGRAPHIC.
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TTSC Project
Community Feedback
April 18, 2021

Senior Citizen Email feedback (resident):

Hi,

I apologize.  When I got your first message, we were out of town with friends and couldn't get a 
response back to you by the deadline you specified.  When I got the second request, I was knee deep in 
grandchildren until today.  So here are my thoughts.

I think it's a great idea. Offering a facility and programing for both populations near where many in these 
age groups live helps solve the access/transportation problem that many experience with the existing 
community center.   Even for seniors who can get to TCC, the availability of the facility to support Senior 
programing in the summer plummets because of the needs of our families/youth.  Not sure about teens. 

Such a facility needs to be dedicated to the needs of both groups and stay that way. My concern is that 
in ten years it might be just a teen center with little room for seniors to gather, have programs or take 
classes.  It seems as if seniors got squeezed out some at TCC when other operations/programs needed 
more space.

I think our teens need a space for recreation and clubs and to socialize.  I think our seniors need a space 
for recreation, activities and to socialize.  Both groups need connections to the community to thrive.  It 
seems to me there could the possibilities of clubs and activities that could be multigenerational which 
would benefit both groups.  Many teens don't have elder members of their families close by.  Seniors 
could be mentors, friends or maybe volunteer to teach cooking or other skills.  Many seniors are not 
near their families or don't have family.  Teens could provide help with technology, volunteer to help 
some other way or provide friendship. Basically, both groups would benefit from connecting to others.  
This last year, I have felt very disconnected and isolated from the world in general.  It has made me 
understand how important connection and relationships are.

I would definitely use such a facility.  It seems to me that more space would allow for the possibility of 
more activities and the opportunity to meet new people.

I envision a building with a large common space, smaller flexible rooms and possibly a kitchen to be used 
by both groups.  But both groups need some dedicated rooms with space to store supplies and 
equipment.

I hope this helps.  I would be happy to talk about this further.
 
Senior Community Member
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Teen and Senior Center
Feedback – 8 Questions
Senior Citizen Feedback  
    

  Introductory Questions:
 
*What do you love about Tukwila? What makes Tukwila “home”? 
 
 I love the diversity of the population/demographics. I love the green trees. And it's a great location. 
What makes Tukwila home is the opportunities for creating a sense of community. I am involved with 
the schools and library as a volunteer. I like working with young immigrants and refugees. 
 
*How do we offer that experience to more people?
 
  Being welcoming when new people join us and inviting people to various events. Not being inclusive.
 
*Do you think intergenerational relationships are important?  Absolutely!

 What do seniors bring to the community?   Wisdom and patience.
 What do teens bring to the community? Why do you think investing in teens in our community 

is important? Teens are sharp and bright and open. They truly are our future.
 
*Are there any things that can be done to serve you and this community better?  If so, what are those 
things?  
 
I feel Tukwila Parks and Recreation has done a good job of serving on many levels. 
 
*What would make you want to use a Teen & Senior Center?  And how would you use a Teen & Senior 
Center? 
 
 The multi-generational element is critical in building community.  It's important that both older and 
younger people learn to respect one another and live together. I am uncomfortable with separation 
from main stream life. 
 
 Project Specific Questions:
 
*What kinds of spaces bring you happiness and why? 
 
 Spaces with diverse populations and opportunities to talk and get to know people. Enjoy the many 
different paths that bring us together. And, perhaps learn new things.
 

 What can people do there? People can create (art,music, poetry, writing). Read and share 
books and exercise, meditate. 

 What kinds of settings support those activities? Nature (parks) or community type spaces. 
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*What is your hope for the Tukwila Teen Senior Center? 

It will be a home away from home. Flexible activities and hours yet structure to be productive.

 What will this place look and feel like?  Welcoming, activities both age groups can do together 
or teach each other.

 How will we know we are creating the right place?  By the atmosphere (positive) and feedback.

*How could the Teen & Senior Center affect the greater Tukwila community? 

The impact could be powerful.  Might be opportunities for families to become involved as well.
 
*What would you tell the community's elected officials about the importance of this project if you had 
the chance? And why? 

I would encourage officials to pay attention to the needs for the multigenerational base in our 
community. Research has been proven that when a teen has a mentor they function better in school 
and seniors need to not be pushed aside but treated as important citizens with gifts to share.  I would 
share this because we need one another. We are the world. 
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Teen & Senior Center Project
Community Feedback on 8 questions
Senior Citizen Feedback
   

  Will try to give you some answers to survey questions.

Not sure what best way is, but would like to various people of Tukwila to know that it was not that long 
ago that Tukwila really was a small town.  With the various ethnic groups we have now, just need to 
keep offering programs where all sorts of people come and eventually we will interact more and 
understand more about each other.  Ex- the Cambodian family that comes on the Monday walks with us 
Senior ladies.  Not sure why a bigger variety of people did not always come to current center.  I like the 
location.  I like to see various groups having meetings there and the little kids marching to where they 
need to go next.  That being said, I know public transportation made it hard for some to get to Tuk CC.  
What about utilizing the former fire station across from the high school after new fire stations are built.  
Would there be space where the current Tukwila shop is- between the golf course and the Riverside.  It 
is on Interurban where buses go.   What will happen to the main fire station on Andover?  That space is 
close to Marvelle and Airmark apartments.  We already have a lot along Pac Highway.  Not sure we need 
more facilities there -- especially if there is no parking like at the library.  The library and the small 
farmers market is basically for SHAG because nobody else can find parking there.  Really can't say what 
should happen at a joint teen/senior center.  Maybe the kids could help us with our technology and we 
could help the kids learn pinochle, cribbage and geography.  Is just good the 2 groups see each other.  Is 
nice to have air space where we could ready the newspaper-- just hang out a little.  Really like the round 
tables and lots of light in current TCC dining hall.  Love the community Thanksgiving Dinner.  If field trips 
can happen again, that would be super.  I used to like the variety of things that were offered.   Was 
interesting to learn about the grants you have received/ applied for.  Appreciate the time and effort it 
takes to keep programs up and running.
 
Senior Community Member 
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Appendix B - Champion Workshop 1
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Program Ideation

What is at the Heart?

Creative and open dialog about all the possible program options and community service needs that could be 
part of the Intergenerational Center built upon and adding to the raw data/input from the “8 Questions” as 
the starting point. Giving equity to all voices, each Champion was asked to provide input on each question. 

Virtual session using Zoom and Miro.

The following pages have the notes and Miro board from each Champion small group showing what each 
Champion chose and why, and what spaces the Champions generated from the exercise. 
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8 Questions Themes

Sorted themes found the 8 Questions 
engagement. This assortment became 
the starting point of Champion 
Workshop 3 where Champions chose 
one to two options from each theme 
to understand what is at the heart of 
the Teen & Senior Intergenerational 
Center.
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Group 1 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. Add: Belonging – Sharing is the power of diversity – 
adds to feeling of belonging. 
B. Reflective of diverse community – total diverse 
representation is important (age / race / LGBTIQ / 
religious / disabilities etc.) 
C. Multi-cultural interaction – This idea is inclusive of 
many thoughts and activities 
D. Language Access – non-English speakers need to feel 
like they can participate / they belong 
E. Reflective of diverse community – representative of all 
types of diversity 
F. No-one should feel excluded (welcoming to all) – “No 
one should walk in the door and feel like this is not a 
place for me”. 

 
II. LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. A space for TCF – Jonathan needs to advocate 
B. Intergenerational investment in social, economic and 
cultural capital 
C. Resource connection 
D. Add: Any services should be fun but educational 
E. Volunteer / Paid internship programs 
F. Add: Prioritize resources that aren’t being provided in 
other places 
G. Add: Programs and Activities geared toward seniors – 
the more and longer we use our brains the longer they 
keep working. 
 
III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Add: Multi-cultural Learning opportunities / Activities 
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B. Opportunities for Seniors and Teens to learn from each 
other – Or learn together 
C. Add: Areas designated for Teens & Seniors separately 
and other areas for them to be together 
D. Focus on Teens and Seniors – we want to ensure we 
center teen and senior voice in this programming 
E. Add: Nimble enough space to respond to different 
programming needs (how will this space work in 20 
years?) 
F. Focus on teens and seniors 
G. Missed one 
 
IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Positive Space 
B. Won’t be generic NW space 
C. Natural - connected to Nature 
D. Positive Space 
E. Safe Space 
 
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Trauma informed work – (add: Focus on resilience & 
Social / emotional learning) 
B. A space to escape from home life – lots of kids need 
a respite from chaotic home life (shared personal home 
life experience of many siblings a lot activity going on at 
home as a child) 
C. Missed one 
 
VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Add: food as connection – not just about eating food, 
it’s about how we use food to connect -3 votes 
B. All of em? 
 
VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Add: use spaces assets available to us / views (Rainier / 
Downtown) – how is this a HUB for outdoor engagement? 
Deck / outdoor garden / rooftop deck... 
B. Space to get away from technology – what is that 
space (to be discussed later...) 
C. Space to get away from technology – Could be many 
things (garden / grassy space) – 2+ votes 
 
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. Add: Senior exercise space should look different from 
teen. 
B. Add: Exercise space (basketball court) – not a lot of 
maintained hoops – easy game for kids to engage in 

casually – Sonic's return provides opportunities 
C. Add: Prioritize resources that aren’t being provided in 
other places 
 
IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Open to all community on special occasions 
B. Add: Adapt as community changes 
C. Add: Ensure we don’t lose site of Teens / Seniors in 
programming / scheduling space

X. SPACES IN THE HEART (PURPLE) 
A. Business / Services areas 
B. Programming areas (2) 1, 2 
C. Open indoor space connected to a kitchen (2) 2, 1, 1 
D. Natural spaces both indoor and out 2
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Group 1 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. Capture and connect to Tukwila stories – everyone has 
a story. The more we tell and hear each other’s, the more 
we understand each other 
B. Will feel like us, you will see our community in the 
space – really important that everyone in the diverse 

community feels like this space is theirs. 
C. Community building events – building community 
takes work but community is fundamental to supporting 
youth / seniors, bringing us all together. 
D. No one should feel excluded. We need to remember 
everyone has value. Seniors have experience to offer 
though they may not do things as quickly as they used to. 
Youth have value / bring knowledge though they don’t 
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have the experience and don’t always feel heard 
  
II. LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. Fun but educational (2) – All types of literacy are 
important (emphasis on financial) but learning needs to 
be fun and engaging 
B. Networking HUB – jobs, tutoring, volunteer 
experiences, etc... 
C. Tutoring K-College – Cross generational opportunities 
for support with education.  
D. Intergenerational partnerships – Have so much to 
offer/ there’s a natural connection between seniors / 
youth... “It’s that grandparent situation that goes along 
with being a teenager. Maybe that grandparent was the 
only person who ever looked at them in a positive light.” 
  
III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Mentorship – everyone figures out their story at 
different times. We have to mentor up and down. We can 
learn from each other no matter what age we are. Shout 
out to Networking 
B. Opportunities for Senior and teens to learn from each 
other – Seems like the whole point of this place 
C. Access to digital recourses – Kids are learning the tools 
but don’t have access. Adults need access and education 
for jobs, etc. 
D. Art and cultural - are important to our humanity 
E. Karaoke – Talent show – a space for kids / adults to 
showcase their talents in a relaxed in environment. 
F. Add: Space away from violence 
  
IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Safe space – hard to deal with any type of trauma and 
try to learn. We all need that safe space (2) We all need 
that space to feel at home. It’s import we know we’re 
safe so we can learn from each other. 
B. Atmosphere of Inclusion 
C. Welcoming. In order for you to feel welcome in a place 
means, there’s a lot of work that goes into that. Means 
you feel safe / belong - It’s about breaking down Isolation 
  
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Add: Isolation –Don’t’ rush to judgement people feel 
like seniors need to isolate. Seniors aren’t like that. They 
enjoy their space and quiet but that doesn’t mean they’re 
antisocial. They’re reflecting on life and enjoying their 
space – it’s important to understand the value in that 

B. Family support center (2) – hugely important. 
C. Support group (2) – make space for multiple groups in 
the community – Space where people 
D. Place for student / Sr. to go for help. 
E. SPA 
  
VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Plant based selections – shared personal weight loss 
story 
B. Space for popup socials 
C. Spaces to work with food – teaching spaces / business 
start ups. 
D. Recipe sharing group – sharing culture. 
  
VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Large open spaces (2) – just open spaces people can 
gather – multi-purpose 
B. Outdoor lounge areas 
C. Community garden – people love this space to gather 
  
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. Basketball 
B. Fitness program (2) 
C. Meditation 
D. Foosball - Fun 
  
IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Childcare – bridges a lot 
B. Adaptable to community needs 
C. Art spaces – 
D. Connect people with community resources.

X. SPACES IN THE HEART (PURPLE) 
A. Space with Fireplace (2) – fire pit space with 2, 1, 1 
B. Meditation room 
C. SPA 
D. Community event space – flexible – people can find 
their own space in a large space 2 
E. Quiet and calm space (2)1, 2, 1, 2 
F. Dance room – multi-purpose
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Group 3 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. Trans youth – really important, we’re not ready to 
support our kids the way they need to be supported. And 
all LGBTQIA who need a safe space. 
B. BIPOC with emphasis on dreamers or undocumented 
youth who need support. 
C. Different people with different background can 
connect and understand each other – 2 votes. Needs to 
be a place where differences can learn from each other. 
D. No one should feel excluded bc it touches everyone 
including BIPOC and trans youth. 

E. Welcoming to all – CREATE A SENSE OF BELONGING. 
F. Cross cultural experiences 
  
II. LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. Tutoring for all! 
B. Financial awareness – youth needs to learn how to 
understand finances. Helps filling out a job application 
and understand what they need for IDs and etc. 
Incredible need in our community for all ages. 
C. Multilingual people working here and culturally 
relevant publications are important, or we will lose/miss 
people. (All the votes - 4) 
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D. Immigrant businesses will help people build wealth 
over generations 
E. Student services to encompass so many of these. They 
are all important – classes, homework help, finances, etc.   
  
III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Clubs and workshops – captures a lot of the things we 
need 
B. Help and teach each other – place to feel welcome 
each other. 
C. After school programs so that teens/seniors can learn 
from each other. 
D. Mentorship between youth and seniors 
E. Online classes for all the financial and career, etc. 
F. Intergenerational vibe – however it needs to happen 
G. Intergenerational field trips – get out of Tukwila 
together 
H. Creative center – to capture a lot of different activities 
& doing it intergenerationally. 
I. Dance – grandma did Filipino dance together with 
friends from senior center and it was a great outlet. 
Would be celebration of cultures for teens and seniors. 
  
IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Welcoming. Hands down gotta be. 2 votes Bring good 
vibes, positivity, respect 
B. Respectful. 
C. The vibe/atmosphere will be the most difficult. Going 
to need a loud space, a quiet space, everything. 
D. Light 
E. Positive space – 2 votes 
F. Safe space / safe refuge. 
  
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Mental health services – on site counselor for direct 
help. 
B. Space to escape from home. Never know what teens 
home life is like. Space for student and seniors to go for 
an outlet/help 
C. Full time social worker experienced in metal health 
and with cultural communities. Multi-lingual, BIPOC 
experienced. 
D. Community health workers along the same lines – 
BIPOC friendly, multi-lingual. 
 

VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Provide free meals for community – 2 votes 
B. Kitchen and access to kitchen. 
C. Celebratory for teens seniors 
D. Kitchens to do it all in 
E. Cooking classes 
 
VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Large open space – a place that people can get into 
because other fields are off limits. Multipurpose outdoor 
space. 3 votes – do everything we can outdoors. 
B. Outdoor space with tables and umbrellas and a walking 
path around it. 
C. Outdoor relaxation space. 
D. Tukwila is sandwiched between concrete jungle and 
an airport. MUST HAVE OPEN SPACE outdoors. Access to 
nature is limited in Tukwila and anytime we can get some 
it’s important. 
 
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. Line Dancing – sooner or later teens are going to go 
to a wedding or party and will need to know how to line 
dance. 
B. Multipurpose exercise space – hoops, weights, 
dancing, mirror, room off to the side, fitness classes. Let 
the youth and seniors dictate what the space gets used 
for. 3 votes 
C. Yoga – very calming. 
 
IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Childcare – “as a Latina Champion, we don’t do baby-
sitters.” If you don’t provide child care, families won’t 
come. Easy way to support women in the community is to 
give child care. 2 votes 
1. Important... Is this for teen and senior center or is 
more community center oriented? Want to ensure that 
Teens and Seniors don’t get kicked out of this space. 
Teens/seniors get priority and first choice. 
B. Connect people to community resources. Can be all 
encompassing. 2 votes. 
C. Open to community for special occasions 
D. Transportation is a barrier. Need to remove barriers for 
community and that is a big one.
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Group 1 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. Choices & Why: Languages, Remove barriers 
(Champion 19: immigrant from Africa, work with 
Healthpointe as a connector, biggest barrier is language, 
there is lot of diversity but languages given out in most 
popular languages (English/Spanish, etc., if your language 
(Arabic, somali, etc.) is not popular you don’t get 
information (during pandemic-lack of resources, people 
died) 
B. Welcoming to all, remove barriers (why: want space 
to be inviting, everyone feels belonging, everybody can 

connect when they want to) 
C. Like the other three + Reflective of diverse 
communities (art in the building, quotes/proverbs of 
people’s heritage) 
  
II.LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. Financial literacy (important no matter your age, earlier 
you start the better your life experiences), Scholarships 
(hard to find them) 
B. Paid internships (great opportunities for older high 
school students to tutor younger students), College 
applications (not enough support for this in high school), 
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Financial Awareness (teens for Tukwila are focusing on it) 
C. Tech support for seniors (many seniors have been left 
behind with telehealth, teens could teach them) + Talent 
(learn new skills, place to show their talent without being 
judged no matter where they come from) 
  
III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Add: Basic needs + Opportunities for Teens and Seniors 
to learn from each other 
B. Studio space with instruments (brings artists together 
through music) 
C. Mentorship/buddy system (benefits for both teens and 
seniors) + Story telling (sharing histories, tours of Tukwila) 
  
IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Safe space + Positive space ( 
B. Comfortable furniture (comfort in all forms) + 
C. Worship Room (LGBTQ are from other religions and 
they are not accepted, don’t have a place to worship) 
  
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Mental health services + family support center 
B. Mental health services + child care 
C. Trauma informed work + Dental services (hard to come 
by) 
  
VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Kitchen (to make food when we gather) 
B. Food (there is such a food desert) + cooking classes 
(sharing different cultures) 
C. Cooking classes + Provide meals for community 
  
VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Would like to see urban gardens + place to be outdoors 
without getting wet 
B. Large open spaces + Outdoor spaces with tables and 
umbrellas 
C. Outdoor spaces (Lots of different activities, sports 
fields – outdoor and indoor) 
  
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. Spaces that are easily modified for different activities 
B. Basketball courts 
C. Fitness programs (accommodate people - particularly 
women - from other cultures, provide a separate space for 
needs of the Muslim faith - for example - to uphold their 
standards for body covering and separating the sexes) 

IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Geared toward theater or arts, to accommodate large 
gatherings 
B. Transportation to and from 
C. Hub for community based organizations (small 
organizations are looking for a place, ongoing aid for 
immigrants moving into the area – refugees get 3-6 
months of support)

X. SPACES IN THE HEART (PURPLE) 
A. Multipurpose room, kitchen, exercise, fields 
B. Another community center, kitchen, multipurpose 
room (encompasses most of the needs), gym 
C. Collaboration with existing school, gain access to their 
fields, something to leverage/trade, computer room for 
after school
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Group 2 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. Cultural celebration day, multicultural interaction 
opportunities, 
B. Reflective of diverse community, cross-cultural 
experiences, 
C. Missed the first one, capture and connect to the 
Tukwila story 
  
II. LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. (Don't want to repeat something we have), financial 
literacy (not taught in school), lawyer services (we don’t 
have it) 
B. College prep, language education 
C. CBSR: INS services/homeland security (some are legal 
issues and some are not) we need to support people 
coming in and assist in the transition (systems navigation 
issues)

III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Senior field trips, community kitchen, 
B. Spaces for clubs and workshops, creative center 
C. Studio space for instruments, plants 
  
IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Cultivate creativity, positive space 
B. Welcoming x 2 
C. Shared space - navigate the demographics: concern 
that there is a conflict with “welcoming” between teens 
(active/loud) and seniors (soft/calm) 
  
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Choices & Why: core values, dream big, mental health 
services that are there consistently x 2 
B. Mental health services, family support center (child 
care services) 
C. Family support center + youth support center 
(having an escape from home life, youth experiencing 
homelessness) 
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 VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Community kitchen/food trucks/private businesses 
(workspace for several different people), indigent services 
B. Cooking classes, local businesses (access to food that is 
free, still support local businesses to make money) 
C. Celebrations for shared experiences (monthly meet-
ups, community/cultural celebrations) 
  
VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Community garden 
B. Outdoor lounge areas 
C. Basketball court 
  
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. Self-defense classes 
B. Fitness program 
C. Basketball court (indoors and outdoors) 
  
IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Free wi-fi 
B. Adapt as/to community changes, like the high school 
PAC: multiple forms of presentation/performance 
C. Childcare

X. SPACES IN THE HEART (PURPLE) 
A. Gym, kitchen (3), outdoor recreation, outdoor green 
space/gardens/BBQ, tranquility garden (2), 
B. Physically safe space – location (1): where is it in 
Tukwila (can’t be in a combat zone) Is it a getaway or is it 
a lighthouse? Both are legitimate. Are we going to them 
or are they coming to us? 
C. Can there be a plaza? A place for businesses, place for 
classes (big open space like a plaza (3) 
D. Multi-purpose performance space (1, 2), outdoor 
amphitheater (Duwamish days, young poets, spoken 
word)
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Group 1 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. Community building events and reflective of diverse 
community.  
B. BIPOC and community building events.  
C. Community building events and universal access.  
D. Remove barriers. (Languages mentioned as a 
possibility) 
  
II. LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. Financial literacy and job placement assistance.  
Financial literacy and Area for entrepreneurship.  
B. Job opportunities and career counseling. 
C. Volunteer consolidation (brings numerous volunteer 
opportunities together for easier access (plus 1).  
D. Resume/application assistance.  College/Certification/
Trades transfer navigation from other countries to this 
one. 
 

III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Field trips, guest speakers and educational events.  
Opportunities for teens and seniors to learn from each 
other and plants. 
B. Opportunity for teens and seniors to learn from each 
other and access to digital resources. 
  
IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Crime prevention and positive space.  
B. Positive space and lots of plants.  
C. Positive space and welcoming. 
  
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Mental Health services.  Mental health services. 
B. CPR First aid classes plus mental health aid.

VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Cooking classes. 
B. Local businesses. 
C. Community kitchens. 
 



TUKWILA TEEN & SENIOR CENTER
APPENDIX B - CHAMPION WORKSHOP 1

Predesign Report | 205

VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Community garden. 
B. Community garden. 
C. Walking and trails/hiking/health awareness. 
  
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. Basketball court. 
B. Yoga. 
C. Swimming pool. 
  
IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Connect people to city council. 
B. Free wi-fi. 
C. Aid to immigrants moving into the area.

X. SPACES IN THE HEART (PURPLE) 
A. Kind of like the community center, building with lots of 
different uses.  Has to accessible, near Foster/Showalter/
SHAG. Community hub.  Multiple uses/flexible.  Resource 
center.  Ability to choose rooms to enter – flexible 
uniform access – available to all.  Trails, fresh air, open 
space.  Garden and farming space.  Pyramids in Meso-
America had terrace gardens, you see life growing, people 
working/collaborating, incorporate trails.  Eating space 
outdoors.  
B. Space priorities:   

	� 1. Resource Center and 2. Community Hub.  

	� 1. Resource center and 2. Garden and farming.  

	� 1. Community Center hub and 2. Outdoor terrace.
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Group 2 Hearty Activity

Notes
I. DIVERSITY (YELLOW) 
A. BIPOC , Respect all (Overlayed over each other because 
they relate) 
B. Multicultural Interactions / opportunities (2 votes) 
C. Champion speaker felt like there should be a sticky 
note about developmental stages, so activities for age 
appropriate kids,  some things for young people, and 
older people. Building on the idea: Transitional activities 
from 
elementary to middle to high school, to help develop 
young adults and help them understand themselves and 
their 
bodies. 
D. Trans youth (works for the high school and feel like 
people should feel comfortable stepping out and being 
who they are.) 
E. Remove Barriers (People need space to push 
boundaries and need a space to get messy.) 
 
II. LEARNING (ORANGE) 
A. Job opportunities 

B. Area for entrepreneurship 
 1. Helping kids develop entrepreneurial skills 
C. Financial literacy 
 1. Everyone needs to have a good grasp of money, and 
nobody teaches a lot of people and its an 
 important life skill. 
D. Network hub 
E. Language Education 
 1. Schools need to do a better job of helping kids use 
their language to their advantage 
F. Tech support for Seniors 
 1. Kids can help their older family members with 
technology, and grow their own technological 
 talent because the world is being more tech centered. 
G. New For studying 
 
III. ACTIVITIES (LIGHT GREEN) 
A. Mentorship 
 1. Helps all age groups and can help anyone move 
forward in life regardless of who they are. 
B. Arcade 
 1. All age groups can interact, brings people together, 
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fun activities, Arcade / gaming 
C. Live Bands dancing 
D. Opportunities for seniors / space for them to spend 
time together 
E. Karaoke 
 1. People young and old can relate to Karaoke 
F. Area of fellowship : Whether that be in the form of an 
arcade, game table, game room, etc, an area where 
people can have a fun space with real human interaction.

IV. ATMOSPHERE (RED) 
A. Calm 
B. Support 
C. Home Feeling (2 votes) “Community living room” 
D. Safe space 
E. (New Idea) Modular space, a space that be adapted for 
multiple different people so the atmosphere will change 
depend on who is occupying the space 
 
V. WELLNESS (GREEN) 
A. Homelessness support Spaces 
B. Mental Health Services 
C. Trauma informed work 
 
VI. FOOD (LIGHT BLUE) 
A. Spaces people could work with food 
 1. Maybe a hot meal for anyone who wants it, make it 
a community feeling, dine together 
B. Provide free meals 
C. Pop Up socials 
 
VII. OUTDOOR SPACE (LIGHT YELLOW) 
A. Skate park 
B. Walking trails 
C. Outdoor spaces with tables and umbrellas 
 
VIII. EXERCISE SPACE (BLUE) 
A. (New idea) Outdoor workout spaces , calisthenics , dip 
bars, etc 
B. Self defense class 
C. Basketball court 
 
IX. GENERAL SPACES (PINK) 
A. Laundry room (very powerful) 
B. Outside movie theater 
C. Hub for community organizations 
D. DJ'ing

X. SPACES IN THE HEART 
A. Performance space (indoor or outdoor) 
B. Informal Spaces (Somewhere people can feel 
comfortable) 
C. “Grandma's Kitchen” Analogy: A kitchen that is not 
just pumping out food for a large volume of people but 
something like grandma's kitchen where you learn and 
multiple people are cooking, and it's a healthy learning 
and growing space for everyone. 3 votes #1 
D. Modular Spaces : spaces where you can be loud, quiet, 
active, etc different types of spaces (1 vote) 
E. Holistic Health: People can learn about their bodies, 
feel safe about what they’re using, etc, a place where 
people genuinely care about you 
F. Multimedia Lab 1 vote 
G. Dance studio (Yoga) 1 vote 
H. Gaming streaming room 
 
PRIORITY 
1) Grandma's Kitchen : Top Vote 
2) Modular spaces : Where a lot of the other smaller 
ideas can be incorporated like dance, yoga, etc.
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Prioritization & Site Tours
Champions reviewed input from Workshop 1, prioritized the compiled spaces, and identified their top 10. 
Champions then toured four potential project site locations and engaged in pro/con analysis, site context 
review, and discussion. 

This session was held in-person at the Tukwila Justice Center with transportation to each site with an 
additional session online using Zoom, Miro and Google Maps.

The following pages show the prioritized spaces board, the site voting boards, site pros and cons boards, and 
notes from Workshop 2.
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Site Visit & Preferences

 FINAL SITE TALLY*
SITE 1ST CHOICE 2ND CHOICE 3RD CHOICE POINTS
NEWPORTER 1 2 18 25
BARTELL DRUGS 4 15 2 44
STAR NURSERY 16 4 1 57

*Based on a numbering system where 1st choice vote is 3 points; 2nd choice is 2 points; and 3rd choice is 1 
point. 

IMPORTANT CITY DRIVERS FOR CHOOSING A SITE 

	� City council has noted that the TTSC must be in TIB neighborhood.
	� Must not displace anyone – residents or businesses. City owned or willing seller.
	� Showing 3 sites that the city owns or can buy. 
	� Possible 4th site not shown partner with Healthpointe. 
	� City council will make the ultimate decision, managing expectations.

Healthpointe Site (Discussed but not visited.)

	� The block where the confiscated hotels used to be – the City is working with Healthpointe for a 
clinic, affordable housing, and their headquarters.

	� Could be space to partner with Healthpointe to have space for some Teen/Senior activities.
	� Would be on someone else’s unknown time-line.
	� Might not be a true teen and senior center, not a City project, and limited outdoor space. 
	� Pro – it would be less expensive for the community and would have direct access to healthcare. 
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Star Nursery Site

	� City bought this originally for Fire Station 54 which ended up not being built due to construction 
escalation. 

	� City is looking into the long-term plan for fire (could be regional - partner with nearby cities, so fire 
wouldn’t need this site.)

	� Nothing is set in stone, and not quite aware yet of all the possible politics with the fire dept.
	� 1.4 Acres
	� This site received 16 green stickers from Champions making it their first choice. Three champions gave it 

a yellow second-place sticker, and one Champion gave it an orange, third -place preference.
	� Next page shows Champion thoughts for the pros & cons for the Star Nursery Site.
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Star Nursery Pro-Con
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Bartell Drugs Site

	� Whole site is for sale but will be very expensive to buy whole thing.
	� Owner is willing to sell the portion shown to the City. 
	� Across from Cascade View Park.
	� 0.8 Acre
	� This site received 15 orange stickers from Champions making it their second choice. Three champions 

gave it a green first-place sticker, and two Champions gave it an orange, third-place preference. 
	� Next page shows Champion thoughts for the pros & cons for the Bartell Drugs site.
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Bartell Drugs Pro-Con
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Newporter Site

	� City-owned site.
	� Used to be the site of the Newporter Hotel.
	� There may be African owned businesses interested in this property who just started a conversation with 

the City.
	� Three parcels on this block – Mike’s Auto Shop (retired, willing to sell the corner) and the strip behind. 

The City could possibly buy all 3.
	� 0.7 acre site shown
	� This site received 17 orange stickers from Champions making it their third choice. Two champions gave it 

a yellow second-place sticker, and one Champion gave it a green third-place preference. 
	� Next page shows Champion thoughts for the pros & cons for the Newporter Site
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Newporter Pro-Con
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CHAMPION WORKSHOP 2 NOTES

Champion WORKSHOP 2.1
JULY 13, 2021

Heart Space Prioritization

	� Garden/farming, outdoor terrace add to the feeling of being outside.
	� Should be different from generic NW building really resonated with me.
	� Mixing indoor/outdoor and plants will help put people in a good mood.
	� Everyone is so consumed with their phones/technology, so an outdoor space is a MUST.
	� I put 2 votes on Open Space with Kitchen because food is how we gather no matter where we come 

from.
	� Want to be able to use space in multiple ways… “expansive space”.
	� Regretted that we only get 5 dots because there are so many good ideas, but I understand that we can’t 

do it all.
	� What do we want to be – what is the goal at the end of the day? A beacon of light or a space of 

tranquility?
	� Kitchen – could have micro-businesses and training for young people.
	� Basketball, must have.
	� Liked seeing all the other group ideas – lots of overlap in the thinking.
	� This is a huge infrastructure project, could think of it like “building cultural bridges.”
	� Kitchen – need a kitchen set up for cooking classes, demonstrations, engagement instead of one set up 

for production/business.
	� Balance open-transparent-visible-space with privacy and service spaces. 
	� Mental health services and resources – so important. Liked the Resource Center as well, but that should 

mean mental health services among others.
	� Could be private space, clinic, a hallway for happiness, a dedicated navigator to help people find services 

or a dedicated counselor from Healthpointe. 

Sites Discussion

Champion 1

	� Star Nursery and Bartell preferred.
	� Families and people nearby could be positively and negatively impacted.
	� Con: will property taxes go up?
	� Pro: Property values could go up.
	� How will they be impacted?
	� Thinking of families nearby, impacts on property value/rents in the long run. 
	� We could make a multilevel building on any site.
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Champion 2 

	� No perfect site, will have to come to terms with that.
	� Bartels is the best opportunity to bridge all aspects of the community. (Switches vote to Newporter after 

hearing everyone.)
	� Bartell: Could have more people contribute to gardening in the park. It would help build up the park.
	� Newporter: Proximity to Justice Center would allow new relationships to be formed between police and 

young people. 
	� Opportunity to bridge community groups.
	� Strengthen and build the Tukwila Community.
	� Bartell – park nearby could garden, help shape the park to have more resources like basket ball 
	� Unique, build up.
	� Newporter doesn’t disturb people because no residences close by and provides much needed resources. 
	� At Star Nursery you would uproot the peace of the neighborhood.
	� Newporter/Bartell – historically unsafe but this building has the potential to change those 

neighborhoods for good. 

Champion 3:

	� Star Nursery is his preferred.
	� Likes all the natural features on site. 
	� Would need larger neighborhood accessibility plan – accessible sidewalks, streetlights, improvements, 

maybe mass transit?
	� Active center makes a safe place in a neighborhood and could make the neighborhood safer.
	� Activate this space.
	� Like Bartell site because it’s already active.

Champion 4:

	� Prefers not to give his preference. Liked hearing everyone’s thoughts. 
	� Pros and cons to each site depending on what you want to do there.
	� For example, Star Nursery could have an outdoor amphitheater where the others couldn’t, but in a 

residential neighborhood you would also want to be respectful. 
	� Star Nursery would be an amazing site for a refuge – the nature is in the soil, the spirituality is in the soil, 

it was a place of birth and rebirth for decades as a nursery.
	� Star Nursery could impact the neighborhood.
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Champion 5

	� Star Nursery preferred. Easiest to build bc owned by city and biggest.
	� But depends on what wants to be there. 

Champion 6

	� Bartell is her preferred.
	� Works with a lot of immigrants who live around this area. Would be easy for them to get there and use 

the resources. 
	� It’s on a bus line and not secluded (unlike Star Nursery)
	� Could improve the park next door and use it for activities.
	� Commercial space, great location, everyone already there.
	� Could be a beacon on TIB – a place to unplug. 

Champion 7:

	� Star Nursery or Newporter are preferred 1 and 2.
	� Communities change depending on what is in them – think about Allentown before and 20 years after 

the community center. It has vastly changed (for the good) due to the community center being placed 
there. 

	� Which site offers most opportunities?
	� Star Nursery or Newporter. Star Nursery would transform the most but could also see a positive impact 

for activating the Newporter side of TIB.
	� Tukwila is growing faster and faster – this building will be a place that sets the tone for a neighborhood. 
	� There are always more people moving to businesses on TIB.

Other conversation:

	� There are two bus stops in one block. 
	� Newporter and Bartels have historically had problems. Development would improve them. Most 

potential to change the climate in Tukwila. Star nursery may change in the future with more sidewalks 
and lights. 

	� What do we want it to accomplish? Beacon or refuge?
	� Tell me what you intend, and acknowledge my input, and then do what you intend. Don’t schmooze me. 

Today I leave this meeting feeling…

	� Inspired x3
	� Sad because I won’t be a teen when it’s built.
	� Slightly exhausted but also excited. 
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	� Informed.
	� Misunderstood. (Later: Just because people don’t agree with me doesn’t mean that they don’t 

understand me.)
	� Enlightened. 

Champion WORKSHOP 2.2

JULY 16, 2021

Voting (round 1) Report Back:

Champion 8

	� It's important to be in your own place surrounded by other
	� Food - Transfer inside and outside
	� Flexible programming – do multiple things at once, choice. 

Champion 9

	� Still learning to be a senior – it is interesting getting older, think in terms of being a senior and learning 
about being a senior, things that we talk about that are important to us, knowing about your history from 
old people, you didn’t know your history as a senior either.

	� Many spaces are important to seniors
	� Reflecting on learning your history from older people
	� Knowledge of events depends on where you were brought up
	� Grandma's Kitchen - Safe place / non exclusive / gender inclusion 

Champion 10

	� Space for community to come together to get to know their neighbors
	� Senior/Youth program - give people a place to get together
	� Teens can learn from the seniors can learn from the teens
	� Precedent: Auburn: like that there is an example of teens and seniors together, good to know our history, 

learn from other generations. 

Champion 11

	� Never seen processes like this, interesting way to handle a large group of people in a small group way. 
Seeing what the whole has produced stimulates your mind.

	� Large indoor space next to kitchen - Space for gatherings to happen (seniors, teens, or mixed groups)
	� Dedicated classroom or meeting spaces for each group - include storage and equipment
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Champion 12:

	� Continuous relationship between seniors and teens - teaching and re-teaching
	� Shift from younger generation gathering and older gathering, seen a shift over the last two years, we are 

coming together.
	� Build on relationships with those who have come before us. Dialog with others and have rich 

conversations and get deeper.
	� Space to be able to relax with people - mentor or be mentored
	� Holistic wellness center resonated. 

 

Champion 13:

	� Love the concept of bringing youth and elders together - powerful place
	� Champion 13 has programs that reach all generations. 
	� Holistic spaces - outdoor gathers / gardens / each one teach one
	� Give places where seniors can be together and where they can be with youth (and vice versa)
	� Mental health - "we go through so much and sometimes you need someone older than you to tell you it 

is going to be okay"
	� Provide places to learn from one another

Site Visits Discussion Before:

	� Suggestion to look at fire station property across from high school. 
	� Active fire station, but that could move to Star Nursery and free up this space.
	� City – we would consider it if Champions think it’s a good idea.
	� It might take longer because would have to plan for replacement fire station first. 
	� No sidewalks on this side of the street.
	� Smaller site.
	� But directly across from High School and 2 blocks down from SHAG.

Voting (round 2) Report Back and Site Observations:

Champion 13:

	� Going out to site is eye opening - puts things in perspective
	� Priority shifted - access became highest priority after going to sites
	� Previously focused on spaces inside the center
	� Now - sidewalks, traffic, houseless community members who might use garden spaces
	� Parking is important to project, assuming free parking.
	� Favorite space is Star Nursery
	� Close to high school, close to senior center, close to community that will benefit from center
	� No displacement, doesn't subject people to crazy traffic
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Champion 14:

	� Star Nursery
	� Quite, large, spacious
	� Can facilitate all of the aspirational planning the Champions have created
	� We set tone that this is a new beginning
	� Every young person has to be an advocate to the city
	� Walgreens and other corporations push people out
	� How can community set up their own community pharmacy that caters to their own citizens?

Champion 11:

	� All sites have pros and cons
	� Access is important to locate building
	� Star Nursery - might be hard to access from people on the west side of T.I.B.
	� Buses don't service this site 
	� Because of access, I discount it.
	� Otherwise it is great.
	� Bartell Parking Lot is good
	� Need to mitigate building design against existing apartments
	� Proximity to park is good
	� SHAG seniors have good crossing at light and crosswalk
	� Newporter site would be good if city had all 3 parcels
	� Would need light and crosswalk at TIB

Champion 12:

	� Newporter:
	� Didn't like Newporter because of traffic and crossing difficulties
	� Security would have to be more aware right on TIB
	� Star Nursery has the most potential
	� Flexible
	� Near Foster and SHAG
	� Gives kids easy access from school, don't need transportation to get to center
	� Most space
	� Already city owned
	� Bartell site
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	� Near park, could be upgraded by city during building construction
	� Invest in surrounding community
	� Project could be created in phases and built over time

Champion 10:

	� Newporter site is too hard to get to
	� You would have to add overhead crosswalk
	� Traffic on TIB is too heavy
	� Late night activities would release kids into a dangerous space
	� Bartell Parking Lot
	� Close to senior center, high school, and middle school
	� Too small
	� No parking on site
	� Park across street is nice
	� Could be an incentive to clean up park
	� Star Nursery
	� Spacious 
	� Harder for seniors to get to unless SHAG has regular bussing service
	� Important for seniors to get to site any time, not just for events

Champion 9

	� Are we trying to build for a diversity of races or are we trying to just accommodate the existing races and 
let them grow?

	� I would feel bad if we weren't doing it for all the races, ours included.
	� What do you view as the community voice?
	� SHAG population is very diverse
	� Everybody is welcome, if they qualify (financial filter for affordable housing)
	� Are we going to be catering to everyone?
	� What happens if you don't have a lot of 'others'?
	� When people see change they don't what they are feeling as they change, they just see the change.
	� SHAG will make an arrangement for transportation for the seniors
	� Bartell Parking Lot is favorite site
	� Very visible
	� It's a blessing having SHAG there
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Champion 8:

	� Bartell's - but there are a lot of power outages in the area
	� Has both qualities (refuge and beacon)
	� Newporter is not enough as is, would be better if city had the other properties
	� Star Nursery is nice because it is large
	� I would rather over accommodate than under accommodate
	� Could build a ground level basketball court that’s always accessible, we don’t have those in Tukwila yet. 
	� Teens could bring their friends from other cities. 

Other discussion:

Champion 14: 

	� We need to set a new tone. It’s a new day. New beginning with giving greater access. If Bartell sells, it 
will be to a bigger company that will be less affordable, and push out more people.

Champion 10: 

	� Are we trying to make a new community center? What happens to the existing community center? 
Because of its location it doesn’t serve the community well. It is coming across like it is replacing the 
existing one.

Nate: 

	� This is new place is for teens and seniors. 
	� There is often a proclivity in community to think about current function, but what site represents hope 

and possibility? Think in hope, future, what could be rather than functionality…

Today I leave feeling…

Content, thanks for being in this group, being able to have a say, intrigued, excited, grateful

Champion WORKSHOP 2.3

JULY 26, 2021

ONLINE

Heart Space Prioritization

Champion 15:

	� Resource Center – so important for community.
	� Kitchen – obvious reasons, love food, multiple uses. 
	� Community event space to celebrate – like a “do everything” space.
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Champion 16

	� Kitchen with a teen’s food pantry and cooking classes.
	� Gym bc it’s so important that our young people and seniors stay active.
	� Basketball court is super important in this community. People might not have money but everyone has a 

ball. 

Champion 17

	� Kitchen is heart of cultures – really important to bring people together.
	� Gym – young people don’t move their bodies enough; basketball is super important; general rec center 

like the gym should be convertible from court to lifting weights to dance floor. 
	� Outdoor space – so important for wellness and health.
	� Resource Center that can be used for multiple things from financial literacy classes to mental health 

services.
	� Precedent – look to Sea Mar Latina Chicano Heritage Museum – it’s a clinic, museum, community center, 

gym, dance practice, stage, event center all rolled into one. People can rent it for quinceañera, or shows, 
etc. 

Champion 18:

	� All good ideas here.
	� Multipurpose space for learning and flexible space. 
	� Center should be created in a way where lots of actives can happen - events, fitness, resources…
	� Flexible – do many things here.
	� Resource Center – could have a full-time navigator to help people locate services in the community.
	� Multimedia Center to help people bridge the digital divide for both teens and seniors. Teens could also 

help seniors with digital learning to help them connect to family far away.

Champion 19

	� Childcare – everyone needs childcare so they can participate in community things.
	� Partnership – always learn from others.
	� Computer room for teens to teach seniors or help them overcome challenges connecting. Champion 19 

works with many seniors and technology is a challenge which keeps them isolated.
	� Tranquility garden – bring peace, do storytelling
	� Resource Center – not enough resources/info in Tukwila – we could all use more. 

Champion 20:

	� The purpose of this center is to be versatile and connect different age groups.
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	� Center should provide spaces not already found in Tukwila.
	� The Library has a computer room; there is already a gym.
	� Choose things that could be versatile, could move around, could create calm and chill. 

 
 

Champion 21.

	� Resource Center for flexibility, versatility – private spaces and navigator support for people to feel 
comfortable but does not need a lot of space.  

	� Central piece of this is a Kitchen + connected spaces for versatility.
	� Should be a beautiful space – could be rented out to other entities to make operational money for the 

center. 

Champion 19 (and 18, 17):

	� There has been lots of displacement/trauma in the Tukwila community not only at the Justice Center but 
when building the new apartments near the transit center, even though those apartments are affordable 
housing.

	� It cannot happen again in our community. There must be lots of information and input from the directly 
surrounding community wherever it is being built. 

	� The City must go to the homes and businesses surrounding to know what impacts it will have on them 
and how to make them whole during construction and after. 

Champion 17. 

	� this is so important; I was thinking about this but thank you for just coming out and saying it. There are 
immigrant businesses in/near Bartell – they might have more business during construction from the 
workers, but would the community not bother to go here during a 2-year construction process where 
the parking lot is not accessible? 

Site Discussion

Champion 16

	� 	 Star Nursery – location, size are beneficial.
	� 	 Worried about the residential neighborhood especially around late-night events. 
	� 	 But got a really good vibe at the Star Nursery. 

Champion 17: 

	� Star Nursery by far.
	� Like that it’s close to the high school – this neighborhood is used to lots of young folks walking through 

to the high school and middle school. 
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	� Like that you don’t have to cross TIB to get there for SHAG, the church, the library, the high school/
middle school. There are lots of stories from young women about how unsafe TIB is and these people 
would not need to deal with that.

	� Good vibe from this neighborhood with the community garden and other spaces named above. 
	� Excited by this site in a way that she was not at the other sites. 

Champion 19.

	� None preferred – need more information from the surrounding communities.
	� If we could get the comparison from community members about how they feel about it being in their 

neighborhood, that would be the most meaningful information to have. 
	� At Bartell – the immigrant community surrounding this may not want it, but we’d have to ask them to 

find out. 

Champion 18.

	� I second what (Champion 19) is saying – community input for each site is very important.
	� Star Nursery is preferred – large asset that Tukwila would give to teens and seniors; signals a large 

investment and importance.
	� If designed right, impacts to neighborhoods can be mitigated – how can it benefit the neighbors? What 

do they want/need?
	� If not enough money to develop the site, surrounding neighborhood, and everything wanted then it 

could be a phased project. What can we do now in phase 1, phase 2 five years from now, etc.  

Champion 20:

	� The first 2 sites (Newporter and Bartell) could hurt local businesses, and she does not want to see that 
happen again.

	� Star Nursery preferred – it would affect the residential neighborhood, but it could be for good for all the 
reasons (Champion 17) mentioned. 

	� Not many students at Foster High School drive, so there are always students walking through these 
neighborhoods. They could also benefit from sidewalks and streetlights.

	� Even though can’t go as high in the residential area, the site is larger so it makes up for that. 

Champion 15:

	� Star Nursery preferred – agree with all that has been said.
	� Seems less problematic than the others.
	� Also, outdoor space doesn’t seem like it can happen at the other sites. 

Champion 21:

	� Star Nursery preferred.
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	� Like that Bartell is by the park, but Newporter does nothing for him. 
	� Star Nursery equals opportunities for community – has the idea of refuge as it’s off TIB, but it’s still close 

to things. 
	� Leverage all funding opportunities whether it’s phasing, philanthropy dollars, or other private funding, 

bonds, etc.  

Today I leave feeling:

Hopeful, excited, inspired, engaged community going forward, enthusiastic for what comes next, excited to 
see this project for the City of Tukwila, looking forward to staying involved, optimistic and hopeful for future 
of the center. 
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Adjacency Diagrams & Resources

Champions reviewed and refined the unfiltered data from Workshops 1 and 2 using cutouts of the prioritized 
initial program elements. Champions created early concepts of building organization with “adjacencies” that 
represented the relationships and importance of program elements. These diagrams became the basis of 
the building program. Champions also created a list of missing or under-served resources that affect Tukwila 
teens and seniors. These lists became the basis of a deeper assessment of existing services and resources in 
Tukwila.

This meeting was held in person at the Justice Center with an additional session virtually using Zoom and 
Miro. 

The notes, Champion adjacency studies, and Champion generated resource lists can be found in the 
following pages. 
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CHAMPION WORKSHOP 3.1 

JULY 30. 2021 (1:00 PM - 4:00 PM)

 
Champion Workshop 2 Report Back Discussion

Champion 3: 

	� It’s interesting that we’re seeing some “naturally occurring consensus” throughout the workshops. 
Especially as in each of the meetings people don’t seem to be leaning one way or the other. 

	� The Newporter site should have more emphasis on being for the Justice Center displaced businesses.

Champion 12:

	� It’s trending towards multiuse space.
	� Thank you for doing this work – everyone is being heard. Do this in the future for all city/community 

partnerships and Tukwila will thrive.  
	� How do we address the inequalities and make this not just about one thing? 
	� Leave space open for ideas that haven’t come forward yet. 

Champion 23:

	� Agree. Thank you for reaching out like this. 
	� Also agree – this should be a multipurpose space and ready for future uses.
	� Concern – neighborhood development and gentrification with Bartells and the apartments next door or 

the residential around Star Nursery, especially the adjacent trailer park that would end up between TIB 
and the new center.

	� Many people won’t have the means to rent another place in Tukwila or near here if they get priced out 
of their current rental. 

Champion 22:

	� Concern - Recent immigrant populations speak multiple languages, but English might not be one of them. 
They are often/always among the people who are voiceless in these community engagement processes. 
These people may also not be literate in their spoken languages so Zoom Translate, written polls, or 
flyers aren’t an option.

	� This piece of engagement is not there yet.
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CHAMPION WORKSHOP 3.2 

AUGUST 3, 2021 (5:00 PM - 8:00 PM) 
 
Champion Workshop 2 Report Back Discussion

	� General consensus is that Champions seem to be on the “same page” looking through the pro/con 
boards. 

	� Doesn’t feel like the opinions were steered.
	� Multi-use space is a benefit for diverse groups.
	� Tension between neighborhood development and gentrification.
	� It's important to be in your own place surrounded by others who are the same.
	� Liked seeing the sites; excited for young people.

Champion 11:

	� After I left and considered people’s input, most of it didn’t represent seniors. I felt the need to represent 
all seniors, all the people who can’t afford transportation - no public transportation to Star Nursery.

	� I left the last meeting feeling a little defeated and I wasn’t sure if I were going to return. 
	� We need more viewpoints from seniors – it feels like it’s just me trying to speak for all seniors, but I don’t 

know all senior experiences especially in our diverse community.
	� Star Nursery might be the number one site in the Champion vote, but my vote was for Bartell because of 

the transportation issue. The closest bus stops are 144th or 142nd and Tukwila has LONG blocks. 
	� I am a very active senior, but by the end of a long day like this I had to park in an ADA parking stall to 

minimize the walk into this building. 

Champion 10:

	� Thinking along the same lines as Champion 23 re: displacement. People will lose their homes near 
wherever this is built. 

	� She lives near Star Nursery and currently there are large trucks parking/driving through that 
neighborhood and causing traffic issues. This might only get worse with this center. Semis might park in 
TTSC lot after hours. It’s dangerous because you can’t see around them. Will traffic concerns only get 
worse wherever this is located?

Champion 1:

	� Has appreciated this process to see the needs/wants/concerns of the community as a whole. 
	� Definitely shares concerns around displacement especially with the renters, but also with property taxes 

and homeowners.
	� And we need to acknowledge there is more work to be done to get “othered” voices – non-English 

speakers, people with disabilities, people experiencing homelessness, etc.
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	� Also, how will the people who live on the other side of TIB, many of them immigrants, make it to the 
center as there is no public transportation from that side. 

	� I’m not sure this concern about accessibility and transportation was truly heard.
	� One of the biggest issues with the community center is that there is no good transportation to it. (Later 

the Mayor of Tukwila mentioned this as one of the biggest challenges the community center faces that 
we should not see in this project.)

	� My days of speaking up at Metro/Sound Transit are over. No worried for me, but for those who can’t 
afford to get there. 

	� Consider both age groups. They all need transportation.

Champion 4: 

	� Can transportation be addressed with programming? It’s an operational issue. Star Nursery seems to be 
the best site except for transportation. Is poor transportation a non-starter?

	� It sounds like we need a “bridge” to cross this issue – it is not insurmountable. 
	� Maybe it’s a different argument with King County Metro when there is a community center to access 

here. (Except the community center doesn’t have a stop still 20 years later…)
	� We should also look at the pros/cons boards for the “cost of the cons” some of them are more expensive 

than others and might need to be weighted. 

Champion 8:

	� Agree with Champion 11 about transportation, feels like the area is going to change.
	� Teens and seniors both seem to get marginalized in decisions.
	� What about a shuttle program? Via is going to the community center now. 
	� Could have something that runs just certain hours of the day.

CHAMPION WORKSHOP 3.3 

AUGUST 16, 2021 (5:00 PM - 7:00 PM) 

ONLINE - Zoom/Miro 
 
Champion Workshop 2 Report Back Discussion

Champion 18: 

	� Seeing all the votes together is nice to see and themes seems to carry over to other workshops.  

Champion 15: 

	� Lots of consistency and similarities on spaces and what brings the community together. Also with 
understanding Tukwila and where the most appropriate site would be. WE know Tukwila and it shows. 
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Adjacency Activity (Group 1)

	� Big Idea: Heart is not physical idea but is the feeling/atmosphere of this place – values in the center that 
radiates to all grouped spaces. 

	� There should always be room to be able to observe/spectate activities that you aren’t directly involved 
in.

	� Resource center, hub for partnerships, private resources – may need to be delineated to separate 
resources that are open and available to the public versus resources that are served in private space. 
One side quiet/private; other loud/outward facing. 

	� Definitely need space for “Co-living” between teen only room and senior only room. Spontaneous 
interactions, hang out, have tea.

	� Gym is separate – its own space. OK, not completely separate. 
	� Business is near community room so teens can listen in on entrepreneurial spirit. 
	� Open indoor space connected to kitchen – can be large open plaza that acts as a convergence zone for 

activities. Also open to large outdoor space?
	� “Playful Space” versus “Play Space” – not a physical playground but a feeling of fun & play through the 

entire project. Goes in the middle with the heart feeling of this place.
	� If pet area outside, it should be separate from main outdoor area for people who are afraid of animals.
	� Multimedia and Modular/Flexible go together with options to allow for multimedia equipment to be 

used in various spaces throughout with strategic placement of outlets or electrical elements.
	� “Campus” feel.
	� Open to multiple ages and ethnicity but prioritizing teens and seniors.
	� Integrated green elements inside and out.
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Adjacency Activity (Group 2)

	� Big Idea: Flexible/Modular space is the focus, everything trickles down from there. Right side is more 
senior focused, left trends towards teens and as they meet in middle there is more overlap.

	� Values before functionality – for example the garden should be calming before it has function, build it 
from the value. 

	� Champion 10 wants space for teens that they can’t get kicked out of. Future of society, contributing 
force.

	� Kitchen goes with Open Indoor Space
	� Teen room can be associated with resource center as a place teens can get information on college prep 

and sporting programs, etc.
	� There is a balance for accessibility between the law and what is actually accessible. Think beyond ADA. 

Stramp at Jackson Hill in Seattle as good example of integration.
	� Dance and culture go with health and gym.
	� A space to share your experiences. And to help.
	� Remove foundational (given) spaces.
	� Pedestrian access across Tukwila International Blvd is a concern for any space.
	� We could repave 42nd with brick to slow traffic rather than adding sidewalks (pedestrian streetscape)
	� Add street lights to roads for walking safety.



TUKWILA TEEN & SENIOR CENTER
D. CHAMPION WORKSHOP 3

Predesign Report | 240

	�  Make space a student owned space. Have some evenings ‘teens only.’ Open Campus design that 
includes Foster and Showalter.

	� Foster and the school district are integral parts of the Tukwila culture.
	� Programs are going to drive people to the site, but the seniors and teens need to be the ones to build 

that out.
	� Core value is always that the space will be used to bring people together.
	� Guessing for what the next generation may want is risky territory. The current teens are not going to be 

using the facility.
	� Someone has built for you, this is an opportunity to build into the future.
	� Core issues that support culture, that are neutral and not program, don’t change much over time

	�  Create flexible space that can be transformed with the needs of the community
	� Move away from function and think about value. Value Over Functionality
	�  Bring community values forward as things that transcend change.

	� Everything is a modular/flexible space – it is the umbrella for the project.
	� Functionality should start with the values in mind
	� Have overlap space for teens and seniors with a way to peek in on what people are doing

	� Keep synergy so there is always an exchange of learning
	� Keep each other young

	� Board is arranged from left to right, with largest ideas moving to most granular. 
	� Teen on one side of the board and senior on the other, things in the center are in the middle
	� Murals and street art is very important

	� Welcoming people as they come in - Reflect Tukwila
	� Current skate park is not accessible
	� Tukwila Community Center is super inaccessible – no transit, on the other side of the river. 
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Adjacency Activity (Group 3)

	� Big Idea: Everything is shared for both teens and seniors except for the flexible/dedicated teen or senior 
only in the lower left corner. 

	� Flexible programming spaces are the only ones to provide dedicated teen or senior space.
	� Holistic health center off the entrance, calming space.
	� Gym connected to holistic health with yoga.
	� Kitchen connected indoors and outdoors.
	� Community gathering/kitchen/garden at the heart. Food connects us all.
	� Gym rec, own area at the top.
	� Have designated quiet areas and areas to be noisy.
	� Gotta have art, natural elements indoors and outdoors.
	� Near entry – sensory/holistic health center (so you don’t have to go in and become overwhelmed; can 

be calm space first if needed.)
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Adjacency Activity (Group 4)

	� Big Idea: Middle is all Community Gathering Space as a physical place at the heart of the building, and 
community gathering should be an element in all aspects of the building. 

	� Community gathering should be a place without exclusion.
	� Is it a given that Teens and Seniors would have their own space? Maybe all spaces are everyone’s; no 

separate space needed. 
	� Resource Center might require privacy.
	� There should be a large indoor/outdoor connected space. Maybe connected to kitchen. 
	� Gym/rec area has to have basketball. Tukwila is a city that plays basketball without any accessible 

courts/hoops.
	� Multi-purpose room can also be a dance studio. 
	� Fun level on top floor? Gym, garden, gathering.
	� Murals throughout and nature throughout.
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Adjacency Activity (Group 5-Miro)

	� Big Idea: Everything in the middle should be multipurpose space. Very few spaces are not able to be 
multipurpose (ie prayer room, child care, and weight/equipment fitness space should be always available 
as that type of space.)

	� Teen/Senior only room can be flexible – senior only in the morning, teen after school.  
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What's Missing Small Group Activity

Question: what are the gaps in services or inadequate resources in Tukwila? How are teens experiencing 
these gaps? How are seniors?

Group 1 
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Group 2
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Group 3
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Group 4
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Group 5
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Last Champion Workshop Thoughts – What are your hopes for this project moving forward?

Champion 12: 

This is the 1st time we’ve come together in person in forever and there was so much hope, sharing, 
vulnerability, and trying to make this place better. Want the people using this place to be able to look back in 
50 years and see a group of people come together to be brave in uncertainty and fighting to make this place 
for Tukwila. Hope that we do this for something greater than ourselves. 

Champion 3: 

Hope that the overall community and especially the people who are near the chosen site will have just as 
much buy in as we do. Language is too important not to mention here. “Tukwila” is a word from the native 
people who’s land this City is built upon. It was part of a trading language developed in this area because of 
the Duwamish River. The river brought trade of ideas and history. It was and is a central hub bringing people 
together. Today the Duwamish River is lost to Tukwila – it is ours, but we can’t access it. What can this place 
be to bring back the language of the Duwamish River and of Tukwila? 

Champion 10: 

My hope is that this center is a place that teens and seniors cannot get kicked out of. Having more 
community beyond teens and seniors is fine as long as teens/seniors are the PRIORITY. Teens are our future 
that we want to come back to Tukwila to raise a family. Show them they are wanted. 

Champion 1: 

My hope is that the needs of community are met through this project. Make us stronger as a community. 
When you think of Tukwila it is diverse, but we lack resources. Hope to have them here.

Champion 5 

My hope is that it happens sooner than later. 

Champion 2: 

Champion 10 is right – teens and seniors get kicked out of the community center for rentals, rules, or 
because they can’t get there. There is no bus and many of us can’t yet drive. My hope is that there are no 
closed doors to using this space.

Champion 23: 

I want to thank Nate and Rachel for this whole process. My hope going forward would be to continue having 
community outreach like this that elevates the community experience. Create THIS culture. 

Champion 24: 

That people will want to use this place.

Champion 7: 

That this place is well maintained and used by teen and seniors for many years to come. 
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Champion 11: 

Accessibility for all teens and seniors in all ways – culture, language, transportation. The more the 
community participates the more they feel welcome.

Champion 16: 

Teens and seniors feel it’s a positive space that they can feel part of and want to come back to.

Champion 25: 

That there is space in the building where someone can go to re-center themselves. 

Champion 6: 

That we hear the needs of the limited English speakers. They are the voiceless and not at any tables. Their 
needs are great as well.

Champion 20: 

There’s so much I have yet to learn, and I hope we all can continue to learn and choose to close the gaps in 
teen/senior homelessness, transportation, etc.

Champion 11: 

This was a very unique process, and I am happy to have stayed with it. People could say what they really 
thought and can see the information being synthesized together. It is a really different and good process.

Tali note – also not at the table are people with disabilities.  

Champion 15: 

Representative of Tukwila and it's communities and diversity. It's often said, but not done. Represents the 
communities we serve and their needs. Build a space to address al the barriers. Can be a great space but it 
must be intentional.

Champion 18: 

Agree with Champion 15 and add - First class facility that provides support and resources to improve the lives 
of seniors and youth - particularly the most vulnerable.
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4 Questions

The City of Tukwila met with members of teen and senior groups within Tukwila, to present the data 
that was gathered during the Champion workshops and to ask them four questions. The information 
shown represented the various spaces and programming elements that were produced through previous 
engagement efforts. See the Space Types & Bubble Diagrams in the report for more information. Each 
participant was asked: 

	 1. Did what I show you resonate with you? Why or why not? Or - did you like what you saw?

	 2. What was your favorite part or parts? And why?

	 3. What is missing from what I have shown you?  In other words, what would make you say to us, 	
	      how could you have forgotten to put this in there?

	 4. If not everything can fit into the building and I need you to take out two things to make everything 	
	      else fit, what two things would you take away? And why?

The following pages compile the answers from students and community members throughout Tukwila.
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QUESTION 1 FOSTER HIGH SCHOOL - Does what you're seeing resonate with you and why?

YES

NO
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MISCELLANEOUS

OPPORTUNITIES/POSSIBILITIES

FUN

DIVERSE - WELCOMING - INCLUSIVE
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TEEN & SENIOR ONLY WING

COMMUNITY & CONNECTING

SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES
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QUESTION 2 FOSTER HIGH SCHOOL - What did you like best about what you've seen and 
why?

MULTIPLE 

HOLISTIC HEALTH CENTER
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MAKER SPACEGAMING

MISCELLANEOUS

LEARNING CENTER

TEEN & SENIOR ONLY WING

KITCHEN FLEXIBLE SPACE/ GATHERING
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MEDITATION/PRAYER/NAPPING

OUTDOOR SPACES

GYM & SPORTS
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QUESTION 3 FOSTER HIGH SCHOOL - What is missing from what we have shown you? In 
other words, what would make you say to us, "how could you have forgotten to put this in?"

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

MISCELLANEOUS

NOTHING
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MULTIPLE CHOICES

GYM/EXERCISE

LEARNING CENTER

GAMES MAKER SPACE
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STORECLUB/HOBBIES

BUILDING RESOURCES JOBS

GATHERINGMUSIC COOKING
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QUESTION 4 FOSTER HIGH SCHOOL - If you had to take any spaces or programs from what 
you've seen, what would you take away and why?
MULTIPLE CHOICES
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LEARNING CENTER

NOTHING/NOT SURE

MISCELLANEOUS
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TEEN & SENIOR ONLY WING

OUTDOOR SPACE

COMMUNITY GATHERING

HEALTHCARE ACTIVE RECREATION HUB
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QUESTION 1 SHOWALTER MIDDLE SCHOOL - Does what you're seeing resonate with you and 
why?
SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES
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COMFORTABLEMEETS NEEDS

FLEXIBLE SPACE

POSSIBILITIES/OPPORTUNITIES
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YES/LIKED PRESENTATION
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES

FUN/COOL
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MISCELLANEOUS

TEENS & SENIORS

NO
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QUESTION 2 SHOWALTER MIDDLE SCHOOL- What did you like best about what you've seen 
and why?
MISCELLANEOUS

GAMING ROOM

LEARNING CENTER FOOD PANTRY
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FLEXIBLE SPACE

MAKER SPACE

NAP AREA

HEALTHCARE TEEN-ONLY WING
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TEEN/COMPUTER ROOM

GARDEN

PRAYER/MEDITATION

FOOD TRUCK/PARK

OUTDOOR
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KITCHEN/EATING/GATHERING

GYM/EXERCISE
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MULTIPLE CHOICES
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SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

QUESTION 3 SHOWALTER MIDDLE SCHOOL - What is missing from what we have shown 
you? In other words, what would make you say to us, "how could you have forgotten to put 
this in?"
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NOTHING
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES

START SOONER

BUILDING RESOURCES & PERSONAL STORAGE NO
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OUTDOOR SPACE

POOL & EXERCISE/SPORTS
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QUESTION 4 SHOWALTER MIDDLE SCHOOL - If you had to take any spaces or programs from 
what you've seen, what would you take away and why?

TEEN-ONLY SPACE

OUTDOOR SPACE

HOLISTIC HEALTH WING
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COMMUNITY GATHERING HUB

MULTIPLE CHOICES
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ACTIVE RECREATION WING

LEARNING CENTER
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NOTHING

MISCELLANEOUS
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Tukwila Teen and Senior Center
Community Feedback 
FINAL Document

Groups that I met with:
1. African Born Seniors Group – 10 people
2. Teens for Tukwila – 6 people 
3. Community members – 2 people (w/ 1 champions)
4. Community members – 3 people 
5. Community members – 2 people (w/ 2 champions)

Questions asked & Answers:
1. Did what I show you resonate with you?  Why or Why not?  - OR Did you like what you saw?  

Why or Why not?
a. African Born Seniors Group:

i. Yes – It really represents a lot of what we needed and what other groups 
needed.

ii. Happy – thumbs up.
iii. Having events and kitchen and dancing and it is all included.
iv. People can get together and cook and get together that is huge.
v. We all approve.

b. Teens for Tukwila 
i. Partially – b/c it’s hard to translate the bubbles into how it would really all 

connect.  
ii. I like the idea of the spaces, but I would like to see it more.  It captures the 

feedback that was given from the community very well.
iii. It’s good, but it is a little mixed up.  It could be more spread out.
iv. I like the ideas, but it seems to good to be true.  I’m wondering how we can pull 

it off and if we can pull it off.
v. I really like it too – it sounds really cool and really nice.  Some things are 

mentioned multiple times (ex. Arts and crafts) it makes it kind of hard to see 
how and where everything will fit together and be located.

vi. I like the ideas – some of the options for what is going into the rooms make it, 
but seem like another community center.

c. Community members groups
i. Yes, I like what I see, but I am unsure of what will be prioritized.  Because 

everyone has different priorities.  Feeling weird about not everyone getting 
what they want to be prioritized.  I like the idea of different ages getting their 
own spaces even though they can be together.

ii. Yes, the whole project resonates with me.  I like how evenly balanced the teens 
and seniors have options.  I like the ideas for both the teens and seniors.  I am 
interested in in seeing how it all comes together once it is implemented.  I really 
think that every space was very evenly balanced between teens and seniors.  I 
resonate with the seniors b/c I have a grandmother and I realize who important 
it is to invest in our seniors and how important it is to invest in the youth 
(future).

iii. Focuses on creators and community building which aids personal development 
for teens in the future.   Creating is big because culture encourages creators 



TUKWILA TEEN & SENIOR CENTER
APPENDIX E - SHARE BACK & VERIFY

Predesign Report | 287

now with social media movements. Having a place where creators can be 
facilitated and encouraged would be extremely inspiring and motivating.

iv. The living spaces accommodate simple social, emotional, and physical needs. 
Each of the living spaces somehow, someway meets into one of those three 
categories. If we meet those needs, we have a great, basic foundation already 
made to build on. Ultimately, it’s a good start.

v. It does, it definitely feels a bit abstract when looking at the slides but it's still 
early on to have an actual layout. All of the major spaces I think are great and 
don’t need to be changed.

vi. Yes, b/c now we have gone through the selection process of what people want.  
We have spaces that are flexible and where people have the option.  As long as 
these spaces are set up in a way where their can be cross-pollenization will 
allow us (as leaders) to ability to program flexibly.  I really like the flexibility of 
the set up.  Having multiple spaces and a lot of different spaces and uses for 
those spaces.  I can see myself in there.  Teaching young people and seniors in 
the community.

vii. I see the community in it.  I see Tukwila in all of the rooms and it resonates with 
me.  I see our community using these spaces.

2. What was your favorite part(s) of what I showed you?  And why?
a. African Born Seniors group

i. Multi purpose, flexible spaces, you listened to what we said.
ii. Talking about African immigrants – how can we do our own cultural events.  

Tukwila has so much diversity.  Seeing that there is food, dancing, cooking, and 
gathering is very good to see.

iii. I see that there is opportunities for us to do so  many things 
iv. Learning, crafting, social areas, outside areas, it is good to see all of these things 

represented.  Prayer, quiet places, everything is covered.
b. Teens for Tukwila 

i. I like how that there should be enough space for some of the important things.  
ii. I really like the areas that would have mixed with seniors and teens.  It’s 

important for the two groups to interact with each other b/c they can learn a lot 
from each other.

iii. I like how multi purpose each space is.  B/c it’s not just narrowed down to one 
thing/activity that we could do.  It applies to both seniors and teens.

iv. I like how the activities are for both seniors and for teens
v. I really like how broad the idea structure goes.  It is not narrow.  It flows 

together and you can really see how different spaces can go together and in 
what ways they overlap.

vi. I am really pleased with how simple it is.  B/c it easy to pull out information and 
to see the ideas that the community came up with.

c. Community groups
i. I liked every area.  I liked the gardens, sensory room (I was not expecting that), 

the shared space between the teens and seniors, study room.  I think that all the 
spaces were grouped well.  I like the idea for walkable areas and seating areas 
for the outdoor spaces.

ii. I liked the sensory room, prayer room, shared spaces for teens and seniors, the 
outdoor spaces (because it gives you the indoor/outdoor space).  I really liked 
how it was all put together and how teens and seniors were prioritized.  I was 
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really balanced in how it was put together.  I liked the holistic health and the 
learning spaces (they are really important).

iii. Outdoor spaces, Holistic Health Spaces- providing things that people may 
critically lack in life. Makes it a welcoming space and place people can feel 
comfortable.

iv. Health spaces and education spaces are my favorite because it puts kids into 
long-term thinking perspectives that result in growth

v. My favorite space are the creator spaces, such as the networking rooms. 
Networking is a powerful tool that can offer folks resources and support. Also, 
elderly folks can be a part of this as well. Networking is for all ages, and it can 
benefit both sides of the age group. Also, the resource rooms like financial 
learning, cooking classes, and the garden are dope. These are all important 
adult-like skills that many lack — including me. It would be great to have these 
resources for community members to use.

vi. ALSO, THE PROVIDER ROOM IS DOPE. I LOVE IT.
vii. I like the wings/spaces approach.  The holistic health space is my favorite space.  

I can relate to have a place for myself.  Having a sensory room.  To have a space 
to go after school or after engaging with their own children.  A self care spot 
that I know I can go.

viii. I like the outdoor and the extra large community gathering space.  We don’t 
have enough activated outdoor spaces in our community.  This community 
needs a large gathering space closer to TIB.

3. What is missing?  
a. African Born Seniors Group 

i. I think you have covered.
ii. Security and some sort of on-site mental health.

iii. On call and/or on-site mental health (professional services)
iv. Potentially volunteer 
v. People representing different backgrounds

vi. During events.
vii. Making sure that we are open to everyone.

b. Teens for Tukwila
i. I can’t think of anything.  I think that you captured what has been said.

ii. No I don’t think that we are missing anything glaring.  
iii. Nothing for me – everything is straight forward.
iv. I can’t really think of anything else that I would add.
v. I think it is good.  Not sure what else to add.

vi. It’s great nothing else to add.
c. Community members groups

i. We need mental health professionals for the teen population and someone 
different for the senior population.  Someone who can identify with the LGTBQ 
population.  Scenario – someone who is experiencing homelessness needs to 
come in and use the bathroom.  Could there be a room/space on the first floor 
that allows for that person to have time gather themselves that won’t 
intimidate participants but will allow for them to take care of themselves.

ii. We need to prioritize a mental health space.  I could look like hiring some 
mental health experts/professionals (people of color preferred).  We need to 
have competent, compassionate, empathetic, etc. that have good practices that 
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genuinely want to be there.  As an immigrant/refugee myself – I have had to 
take my parents/grandparents to get a resource and some of the people that we 
have run into have not come across that they really wanted to help us.  They 
lacked compassion.  It is nothing better than having someone help you who 
really wants to help.  We also need translators.

iii. Please be cognitive if the spaces are wheelchair friendly. All signs should have 
Braille on them.  For whoever is staffed in the center, everyone must have 
sensitivity and diversity training.  *ADD ELEVATORS, BIG TIME MISSING.

iv. Maintain focus on adding to the community and not replacing spaces due to 
placement of teens and elders

v. efficacy center- some way for teens and seniors to have a “direct pipeline” with 
people like the council and community leaders. Also making sure that Staff has 
quality training to handle all of the services provided.

vi. Appreciate the desire of multiple different spaces for anything you want which 
allows more services to be catered to the community.

vii. Missing: Partner with healthcare organizations to do weekly drop-ins with 
community members. Potential for mobile clinics.

viii. No b/c it’s flexible spaces.

4. Scenario – Not everything can fit in the building and I need you to take out 2 things to make 
everything else fit – what 2 things would you take away?  And why?

a. African Born Seniors group
i. Learning spaces – takeaway 2 medium flexible spaces and just have 1 flexible 

space.
ii. Takeaway teen/senior spaces – 1 small flexible space (nap room)

b. Teens for Tukwila
i. You don’t have to get rid of anything a lot of these ideas are very 

interchangeable (they overlap).  
ii. Study room & Library – (for the library) b/c we already have a library close to 

the locations.
iii. Library (b/c we have the school library and the library on TIB) & college prep 

(students have counselors that we should use here at FHS)
iv. Light conversations/quiet space – it might not be used very much and people 

not be that quiet.  & 1 of the maker space (b/c there’s a lot of them throughout 
the building) 

v. Nap room & outdoor movies (outdoor movies b/c they can only be used 
occasionally)

vi. Outdoor movie (b/c it will be limited in how much it can be used) & library – 
(b/c there are libraries in a lot of places and most people have access to one)

vii. A lot of the ideas are repetitive and they should just be combined instead of 
taking things away.

c. Community members 
i. Takeaway the basketball area (outside/outdoor) and the tranquility garden (by 

itself).  Perhaps the tranquility garden could be a part of the regular garden as 
scenery or as an art piece.

ii. Outdoor Space can go – just because what makes the teen and senior center 
unique is everything that is happening inside.  Weather is not always that great.  
It rains a lot.  People can be indoors and be safe and fun.
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iii. No nap room
iv. No A/V Lab, Music Recording, Podcasting.  BUT PLEASE KEEP PODCASTING OUT 

OF EVERYTHING.  Ooop… don’t be mad but the laundry facilities.
v. In general if things start needing to be cut, make sure that we keep things that 

youth and seniors uniquely benefit from.  Small flex spaces in the first center, 
some of the food centers could maybe be wrapped into the learning spaces.

vi. 1 of the medium-sized flex spaces in the learning spaces area and the maker 
spaces in the learning spaces.

vii. 1 of the medium-sized flex spaces in the learning spaces and the small flex space 
in the community gathering spaces.

5. Additional Comments 
a. Community members

i. Really have an area to interact outside – walkable and seating areas outside are 
important.  Have a balcony on every level and rooftop gardens.  Potentially 
outdoor floor lights could be very useful.  Community Cookbook for the kitchen 
as people cook their recipes can be added to the community cookbook as a 
legacy for the kitchen. 

ii. I want to reiterate for your notes that staffing training is going to be critical for 
the success of the center

iii. Sidenote: Equality to Senior Citizens and Teens in the spaces of the center. 
Previously at the Community Center, more services and organization was 
revolved around senior programs rather than teen programs. We don’t want the 
reciprocation of prioritizing Senior Citizens against the Teens anymore. As far as 
my knowledge, Teens only received Teen Late Night and a Teen room while 
seniors had all these programs where they could come together.

iv. Sidenote: A staff reflective of the community would be most ideal with also 
higher ups having more sensitivity and social awakening training to understand 
their community most effectively

v. How do we create an environment where people feel comfortable exploring the 
whole building?  Thinking about levels within the Spaces.  Example Outdoor 
spaces could be a green house on the second floor, large outside space outside, 
and a tranquility garden up top.  You want people to feel that they can go to 
multiple places within the building.  Creating incentives for people to want to be 
all throughout the building even though we have spaces.  We want a space 
where different levels can be used at the same time and still maintain their 
individual spaces.  I can come in for one activity and then realize that there is a 
lot of other things that I can do.  Giving people the visual ability to see what else 
is happening throughout parts of the building.  How do we create a space where 
seniors can be gardening and then teens can see what’s happening and express 
interest and then participate in a garden activity?  The flex spaces allow for 
change to happen with the fast paced changing of the world we live in.  
Understanding that the teen world is changing at a fast pace and the senior 
pace may not be changing as fast.  We need to respect the culture.  Design to 
think about languages, colors, and numbers, or symbols (example – this is the 
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mountain floor so that people can identify where to go in the building without 
everything being in English).  Think about the safety as well.  
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